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Introduction to the minor application guide

The international transfer and first registration of minor players are governed by a 

dedicated regulatory framework designed to safeguard young players and ensure 

that their movement between member associations complies fully with FIFA’s core 

principles of youth protection, regulatory transparency and the orderly conduct of 

international transfer of players.

In line with art. 19 par. 4 lit. a) of the Regulations on the Status and Transfer of Players 

(RSTP), any international transfer of a minor (art. 19 par. 2), any first registration of 

a minor who is not a national of the association in question (art. 19 par. 3), as well as 

the first registration of a foreign minor who has lived continuously for at least the 

previous five years in the country of registration, must be approved in advance by 

the Players’ Status Chamber of the FIFA Football Tribunal. This requirement applies 

only if the minor is at least ten years old.

The procedural framework applicable to these matters is laid down in the Procedural 

Rules Governing the FIFA Football Tribunal (Procedural Rules). Art. 29 par. 1 lit. 

a) establishes the competence of the Players’ Status Chamber in relation to minor 

applications, while art. 30 sets out the procedural architecture governing both the 

submission and assessment of such applications by member associations.

Of particular significance is art. 30 par. 3 of the Procedural Rules, which stipulates that 

each application must contain the documents requested in the Transfer Matching 

System (TMS) as described in the Guide to Submitting a Minor Application. This 

explicit regulatory cross‑reference gives the present Guide a formal procedural 

character: it constitutes an authoritative and indispensable component of the 

documentation requirements mandated under the Procedural Rules and is therefore 

essential for ensuring that applications are complete and admissible.

Among other things, this document also further sets out the categories of information 

and documentation needed to substantiate a minor application, depending on the 

specific factual circumstances surrounding the proposed registration or transfer. 

Building upon this regulatory foundation, the Minor Application Guide provides a 

structured overview of the various scenarios in which an application may be required 

and identifies the corresponding documentation that member associations must 

prepare and upload in TMS.

Where a required document is not available in one of the three official FIFA languages, 

the member association must submit either a translation into one of these languages 

or an official confirmation summarising the essential facts of the document in an 

official FIFA language.

Lastly, while the FIFA general secretariat is responsible for reviewing and verifying 

the factual background of each case, decisions on the approval or refusal of a minor 

application rest exclusively with the Players’ Status Chamber of the FIFA Football 

Tribunal. As such, the Minor Application Guide contributes to the coherent application 

of the RSTP and the Procedural Rules by setting out, in a consolidated manner, the 

documentation and procedural elements required for the proper submission of 

minor applications.
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Documents to be submitted

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13Circumstances

International 
move of both 
of the player’s 
biological 
parents

The player follows their parents that are 
moving to the new country for employment

The player’s parents’ new country of residence 
is the country where the player intends to be 
registered

The player follows their parents that are 
moving to the new country for another reason 
not linked to football

The player’s parents’ new country of residence 
is the country where the player intends to be 
registered

International 
move of one 
of the player’s 
biological 
parents

Parent not moving still alive The player follows their custody-holding 
parent that is moving to the new country for 
employment

The player follows their custody-holding parent 
that is moving to the new country for another 
reason not linked to football

Parent not moving deceased The player follows their living parent that is 
moving to the new country for employment

The player follows their living parent that is 
moving to the new country for another reason 
not linked to football 

International 
move of neither 
of the player’s 
biological 
parents

Both player's 
parents are still alive

The player resided 
with one parent 
and now moves 
internationally to a 
new country to join the 
other custody-holding 
parent

The player's custody-holding parent resides in 
the new country for employment

The player's custody-holding parent resides in 
the new country for another reason not linked 
to football

The player's custody-holding parent has 
always resided in the country to which the 
player moves

Parental authority 
taken away from 
the player's parents 
and awarded to a 
third person (legal 
guardian) by a national 
authority*

The player follows their appointed legal 
guardian who moves to the new country for 
employment

The player follows their appointed legal 
guardian who moves to the new country for 
another reason not linked to football

The player joins their appointed legal guardian 
who already resides in the new country

Both player's 
parents deceased

Parental authority 
awarded to a 
third person (legal 
guardian) by a national 
authority*

The player follows their appointed legal 
guardian that is moving to the new country for 
employment

The player follows their appointed legal 
guardian who moves to the new country for 
another reason not linked to football

The player moves internationally to join their 
legal guardian who already resides in the new 
country

*	  In such case, the documentation referring to the player’s parents should relate to the player’s legal guardian.

1	 Employment contract of the player 
This documentation is required only in the case of the 
registration of a professional player. In such a case, the 
contract provided must contain all essential elements 
(including start and end date, remuneration, signatures, 
etc.), as well as its annexes.

2	 Employment contract of the player's parent(s)
Instead of an employment contract, an employment 
certificate (confirming the employment, position 
and date of contract), a company registry certificate 
(in case of self employment) or any other document 
corroborating the employment situation of the player’s 
parents in the new country can also be provided, 
together with the work permit of the player’s parents, if 
applicable.

3	 Other documents corroborating the reason 
invoked 
Explanatory statement from the player’s parent(s) as 
to the reason for the move, along with documents 
corroborating the reason invoked.

4	 Proof of birth (birth certificate) of the player
Proof of birth must contain the player’s birth date and 
filiation.

5	 Proof of identity and nationality of the player
Such as government-issued ID card or passport.

6	 Proof of identity and nationality of the player's 
parent(s)
Such as government-issued ID card or passport.

7	 Proof of residence of the player's parent(s)
Proof of residence must have been recently issued and 
indicate the residence start date in the new country. 

8	 Request for approval of first registration or 
international transfer

9	 Documentation corroborating that the 
player’s parent moving to or residing in the 
new country has custody of the player
Such as Divorce decree (where applicable) or 
authorisation of the player’s non-moving parent allowing 
the player to reside in the new country with the (moving) 
parent.

10	 Death certificate of the player's parent(s)

11	 Decision of the relevant national authority 
taking away the parental authority from the 
player's parents and appointing a third person 
as the player's legal guardian

12	 Decision from the relevant national authority 
appointing a third person as the player's legal 
guardian following the death of their parents

13	 Statement from the club specifying the exact 
date and circumstances of the first contact 
with the player's parent(s) and/or the player
The statement from the club wishing to register the 
player must contain the exact date in which the player’s 
parent(s) and/or the player entered in contact with 
the club wishing to register the player, as well as the 
circumstances of such contact.

“The parents of the player moved for reasons not linked to football” 
Exception: Art. 19 par. 2 a) of the RSTP
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Documents to be submitted

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8Circumstances

The player is moving internationally to the new country with one or both of their parents who cannot be expected 
to return to their country of origin or their previous country of residence given that their lives or freedom would be 
threatened on account of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinion.

* Cf. FAQs, question 14. 

“The player is moving for humanitarian reasons with their parents” 
Exception: Art. 19 par. 2 a) of the RSTP*

Documents List

1	 Employment contract of the player
This documentation is required only in the case of the 
registration of a professional player. In such a case, the 
contract provided must contain all essential elements 
(including start and end date, remuneration, signatures, etc.), 
as well as its annexes.	

2	 Proof of birth (birth certificate) of the player
Proof of birth must contain the player’s date of birth and 
filiation.

3	 Proof of identity and nationality of the player
Such as government-issued ID card or passport.

4	 Proof of identity and nationality of the player’s 
parent(s)
Such as government-issued ID card or passport.

5	 Proof of refugee status of the player’s parent(s)
 A copy of the decision taken by the relevant national 
authority that grants the player’s parent(s) the status of 
refugee(s) or “protected person(s)”, or alternatively, an official 
confirmation from the relevant national authority that the 
player’s parent(s) have been admitted to the procedure for 
being granted the right of asylum, as well as a copy of the 
temporary residence permit of the player’s parents in the 
host country. The FIFA general secretariat and the PSC 
understand that said documents may contain privileged 
and/or sensitive data. Therefore, they will be treated as 
strictly confidential and will only be used within the scope of 
the minor application. In particular, they will not be disclosed, 
under any circumstance, in full or in part, to third parties not 
involved in the decision-making process related to the minor 
application in question. 

6	 	Proof of residence of the player’s parent(s)
Proof of residence must have been recently issued and 
indicate the residence start date in the new country.

7	 	Request for approval of first registration or 
international transfer 
Such request should, where possible, be accompanied by 
confirmation as to whether the player is currently registered 
or has ever been registered with a club at the association 
of their home country (or any other country) and, if so, 
the date when they played the last official match for that 
club. In case of doubts as to the registration with a club in 
the country of the player’s nationality and possible former 
club, confirmation issued by the FIFA Disputes & Regulatory 
Applications Department whether the player has indeed 
been registered with that club is required.

8	 	Statement from the club wishing to register 
the player specifying the exact date and 
circumstances on how the player and the club 
first established contact
The statement from the club wishing to register the player 
must contain the exact date in which the player’s parent(s) 
and/or the player entered in contact with the club wishing to 
register the player, as well as the circumstances of such.
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Documents List

1	 Employment contract of the player
This documentation is required only in the case of the registration of a 
professional player. In such a case, the contract provided must contain all 
essential elements (including start and end date, remuneration, signatures, 
etc.), as well as its annexes.

2	 Proof of birth (birth certificate) of the player
Proof of birth must contain the player’s date of birth and filiation.

3	 Proof of identity and nationality of the player
Such as government-issued ID card or passport.

4	 Proof of academic enrollment of the player
The proof of academic enrollment must include a signed and stamped 
statement issued by the relevant academic provider that confirms the player’s 
enrolment, the qualification the player will receive upon completion of the 
course and the player’s expected date of graduation

5	 Weekly academic schedule of the player
Copy of the weekly academic schedule of the player duly signed and stamped 
by the relevant academic provider. According to the well-established 
jurisprudence of CAS and the PSC, and as a matter of principle, an academic 
load of eight hours per week has been considered the minimum requirement.

6	 Documentation of accomodation/care
Such as a signed and stamped confirmation issued by the club wishing 
to register the player that states that the club will provide the player with 
accommodation and indicates the address of said accommodation as well as 
the name of the person responsible for the player. If the club will not provide 
accomodation to the player, a signed and stamped confirmation issued by the 
club wishing to register the player (i) specifying the living arrangements being 
made for the player and (ii) containing the address at which the player will be 
living, as well as the name of the host family or person(s) that will provide the 
accommodation and their relationship to the player (where applicable) has to 
be provided.

7	 Documentation of football education
Proof of adequate football education and/or training in line with the highest 
national standards requires the submission of the following documentation 
and information:
•	 for male players, the club’s training category in accordance with art. 4 pars 

1 and 2 to Annexe 4 of the RSTP regarding training compensation; for 
female and/or futsal players, a statement from the association concerned 
(along with any relevant documentary evidence) confirming that the 
applicant club is deemed to be in “line with the highest national standards” 
of women’s football and/or futsal education in that country; 

•	 the player’s weekly football training schedule (including the day and 
duration of each training session);

•	 a statement of the club wishing to register the player that specifies the 
team of the club that the player will be joining and the competition(s) in 
which they will be participating

8	 Parental authorisation	

9	 Request for approval of first registration or international transfer

10	 Confirmation of the registration of the player from the former 
association 
The former association shall provide a statement confirming that the player 
was duly registered with its association, clearly indicating the club with which 
the player was previously registered

Documents to be submitted

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10Circumstances

Player is aged 
between 16 and 18

The player moves from a 
country outside the territory 
of the EU/EEA to an EU/EEA 
country

The player holds the nationality of an EU/EEA member state

The player moves from 
one EU/EEA country to 
another EU/EEA country 

The player does not have the nationality of an EU/EEA member state and has 
been previously registered with a club within the territory of the EU/EEA in 
accordance with the RSTP

The player has the nationality of an EU/EEA member state

The player moves between 
two associations witihin the 
same country

The player wishes to be registered in a member association which is domiciled 
in the same country as the member association at which they were previously 
registered.

*�Since Switzerland has a bilateral agreement with the European Union (EU) on the 
free movement of workers, the transfer would, per analogiam, take place within the 
territory of the EU, and therefore falls within the scope of article 19 paragraph 2 b).

“The player is over 16 and is moving within the territory of the EU/EEA* or between two associations within the same country” 

Exception: Art. 19 par. 2 b) of the RSTP
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“Both player and club are within 50km of their common border and the distance between the two is less than 100km” 
Exception: Art. 19 par. 2 c) of the RSTP

Documents List

1	 Employment contract of the player
This documentation is required only in the case of the 
registration of a professional player. In such a case, the 
contract provided must contain all essential elements 
(including start and end date, remuneration, signatures, etc.), 
as well as its annexes.

2	 Proof of birth (birth certificate) of the player
Proof of birth must contain the player’s date of birth and 
filiation.

3	 Proof of identity and nationality of the player
Such as government-issued ID card or passport.

4	 Proof of residence of the player
Proof of residence must have been recently issued and 
indicate the residence start date at the current address.

5	 Proof of residence of the player’s parent(s)
Proof of residence must have been recently issued and 
indicate the residence start date at the current address.

6	 Proof of Distance: 50 km rule
The distance between the player’s domicile and the club’s 
headquarters, measured in terms of the “route travelled”, 
must not be more than 100km. Moreover, the distance 
between the player’s domicile/club’s headquarters and 
the closest common border, measured in point-to-point 

distance (aka “as the crow flies”), must not be more than 
50km. In this regard, a screenshot/snapshot of Google Maps 
showing the aforementioned can be provided.

7	 Request for approval of first registration or 
international transfer

8	 Documentation corroborating that the player’s 
parent moving to or residing in the new country 
has custody of the player
Such as Divorce decree (where applicable) or authorisation 
of the other parent allowing the player to reside with the 
custody-holding parent.

Documents to be submitted

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8Circumstances

The distance between the 
player’s domicile and the club’s 
headquarters is not more than 
100km

The distance from the player’s 
domicile to the closest common 
border of the neighbouring 
association is not more than 50km

and

The distance from the closest 
common border of the neighbouring 
association to the club’s 
headquarters is not more than 50km

The player resides with 
both biological parents

The player’s parents are not 
moving internationally

The player's parents have always resided at their 
current address

The player's parents have been residing at their 
current address for a considerable period of time

The player's parents have recently moved within 
their country of residence to their current address

The player resides with a 
custody-holding parent

The player’s 
custody-holding parent is 
not moving internationally

The player's custody-holding parent has always 
resided at the current address

The player's custody-holding parent has been 
residing at the current address for a considerable 
period of time

The player's custody-holding parent has recently 
moved within the country of residence to the 
current address
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Documents to be submitted

1 2 3 4 5 6 7Circumstances

The player is moving internationally to the new country without their parents and cannot be expected to return to their country 
of origin or their previous country given that their life or freedom would be threatened on account of race, religion, nationality, 
membership of a particular social group or political opinion.

"The player is moving for humanitarian reasons without their parents"
Exception: Art. 19 par. 2 d) of the RSTP

Documents List

1	 Employment contract of the player
This documentation is required only in the case of the 
registration of a professional player. In such a case, the 
contract provided must contain all essential elements 
(including start and end date, remuneration, signatures, etc.), 
as well as its annexes.

2	 Proof of identity and nationality of the player
Such as government-issued ID card or passport.

3	 Proof of refugee status of the player
A copy of the decision taken by the relevant national 
authority that grants the player the status of refugee or 
“protected person”, or alternatively, an official confirmation 
from the relevant national authority that the minor player 
has been admitted to the procedure for being granted 
the right of asylum, as well as a copy of their temporary 
residence permit in the host country. The FIFA general 
secretariat and the Players' Status Chamber understand 
that said documents may contain privileged and/or 
sensitive data. Therefore, they will be treated as strictly 
confidential and will only be used within the scope of the 
minor application. In particular, they will not be disclosed, 
under any circumstance, in full or in part, to third parties not 
involved in the decision-making process related to the minor 
application in question. 

4	 Proof of custody
A copy of the decision of the competent national authority 
regarding the current legal custody of the minor player.

5	 Authorisation of custody holder
A declaration of consent issued by the party that has 
custody of the minor player consenting to the player’s 
registration with the club of the host country's football 
association.

6	 Parental situation
A declaration regarding the current situation and 
whereabouts of the player’s biological parents that is 
provided by the minor player, or the association of the 
player’s host country, or any other competent authority.

7	 Request for approval of first registration or 
international transfer
Such request should, where possible, be accompanied by 
confirmation as to whether the player is currently registered 
or has ever been registered with a club at the association 
of their home country (or any other country) and, if so, the 
date when they played the last official match for that club. 
In case of doubts as to the registration with a club in the 
country of the player’s nationality and possible former club, 
confirmation issued by the FIFA Disputes & Regulatory 
Applications Department whether the player has indeed 
been registered with that club is required.
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Documents List

1	 Proof of birth (birth certificate) of the player
Proof of birth must contain the player's date of birth 
and filiation.

2	 Proof of identity and nationality of the player
Such as government-issued ID card or passport.

3	 Proof of identity and nationality of the player's 
parent(s)
Such as government-issued ID card or passport.

4	 Documentation of exchange programme
Official information about the exchange programme (name, 
purpose, funding, duration, etc.) provided by the organisers 
of the exchange programme, as well as confirmation that the 
minor player is enrolled in the exchange program.

5	 Confirmation of player's return
Confirmation, issued and signed by the organisers of the 
exchange programme or the minor player’s parents, that 
the minor player will return to their home country upon 
completion of the programme.

6	 Documentation of academic education
Confirmation, issued and signed by the minor player’s 
academic institution (school/college) in their host country, 
that indicates the dates of the envisaged duration of the 
relevant studies and includes a detailed timetable of the 
player’s classes.

7	 Documentation of accommodation/care
Specific details concerning the supervision and 
accommodation of the minor player during the exchange 
programme that include, in particular, the exact name and 
address of the player’s host parents.

8	 Statement from the new association indicating 
the duration of the registration
A declaration issued by the football association of the minor 
player’s host country indicating the exact start and end 
dates of the envisaged registration of the player.

9	 Authorisation of host parents
A declaration of consent issued by the minor player’s host 
parents consenting to the player’s registration with the club 
of the host country's football association.

10	 Request for approval of first registration or 
international transfer

Documents to be submitted

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10Circumstances

The player's new club has purely 
amateur status (club without a 
professional team and without 
legal, financial or de facto links to a 
professional club)

The duration of the player's academic study abroad 
programme and the duration of the player's envisaged 
registration is less than a year

The duration of the player's academic study abroad 
programme is longer than a year, but the player is 
turning 18 in less than a year

The duration of the player's academic study abroad 
programme is longer than a year, but there is less than 
a year of the programme remaining

"The player is an exchange student undertaking an academic programme abroad"
Exception: Art. 19 par. 2 e) of the RSTP
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Documents to be submitted

1 2 3 4 5 6Circumstances

Player has lived continuously for the last five years in the country of intended registration prior to the request

Documents List

1	 Employment contract of the player
This documentation is required only in the case of the 
registration of a professional player. In such a case, the 
contract provided must contain all essential elements 
(including start and end date, remuneration, signatures, etc.), 
as well as its annexes.

2	 Proof of birth (birth certificate) of the player
Proof of birth must contain the player's date of birth 
and filiation.

3	 Proof of identity and nationality of the player

Such as government-issued ID card or passport.

4	 Proof of residence of the player
Proof of residence must have been recently issued 
and indicate the player's residence start date at the 
current address. 

5	 Proof of the player's school records for the past 
five years
If the proof of residence of the player does not reflect the 
player's residence for the past five years, alternatively, 
the association can submit the player's school records 
duly signed and recently issued by the relevant academic 
institution, provided that said records clearly indicate that 
the player has been enrolled without interruption over the 
last five years at said institution.

6	 Request for approval of first registration

Five-year rule: "Player is registering for the first time and has lived continuously for the last five years 
in the country of intended registration prior to this request"

Exception: Art. 19 pars 3 and 4 of the RSTP
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Approval by the 
former association 
(counter approval) 
via TMS

Review by the FIFA 
general secretariat

Decision by the Players’ 
Status Chamber of the 
FIFA Football Tribunal

Terms of the decision notified 
to the new association 
via TMS

Grounds of the decision notified 
to the new association via TMS  

(if requested within ten calendar 
days from notification of 

the decision)

Creation and submission of an application 
by the new association in TMS1

2

3

4

5

6
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1.	 Creation and submission of an application by the new association

After having gathered all the mandatory documents from the player, their parent(s) 

and/or the affiliated club, the new association will be responsible for creating the 

minor application and entering all the relevant information in TMS (cf. art. 30 par. 1 

of the Procedural Rules Governing the Football Tribunal). 

For each minor application, the new association must upload the mandatory 

documents in PDF format (the overview of the relevant documents to be uploaded 

depending on the various individual circumstances surrounding the international 

move of a minor player can be found in the Guide to submitting a Minor Application 

– cf. pages 6 to 12).

2.	 Approval by the former association (counter approval)

If a request for approval of an international transfer (except when humanitarian 

reasons are invoked) is submitted, the former association will be given access to the 

documents in TMS. It will then have seven days to (i) submit a statement through TMS 

in relation to the minor application and (ii) either approve or dispute said application 

(cf. art. 30 par. 4 of the Procedural Rules Governing the Football Tribunal). 

If there is no response from the former association within seven days, the minor 

application will automatically be transmitted to FIFA via TMS for review and decision.

3.	 Review by the FIFA general secretariat

Upon receipt by the FIFA general secretariat, the minor application is assigned 

to a case handler,who will be responsible for reviewing the information and the 

documentation submitted. 

During the review, the FIFA general secretariat may request additional information 

and/or documentation via TMS to the parties involved in order to supplement the 

minor application initially submitted. The party concerned must submit its response, 

along with the requested information and/or documentation, via TMS within the 

deadline given.

Once the review is complete, the FIFA general secretariat makes a proposal which is 

submitted – together with the minor application – to the Players’ Status Chamber for 

decision (cf. art. 29 par. 1 of the Procedural Rules Governing the Football Tribunal). 

It should be noted that the proposal made by the FIFA general secretariat to the 

Players’ Status Chamber is merely a (non-binding) recommendation.

4.	 Decision by the Players’ Status Chamber 
of the FIFA Football Tribunal

Upon receipt of the minor application, the Players’ Status Chamber will analyse the 

minor application and submit its decision in TMS. 
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5.	 Terms of the decision of the Players’ Status 
Chamber of the FIFA Football Tribunal

Once the Players’ Status Chamber submits the decision in TMS, the terms of the 

decision will be legally (and automatically) notified to the association(s) concerned 

via TMS (cf. art. 29 par. 2 of the Procedural Rules Governing the Football Tribunal). 

The terms of the decision will state whether the application is “Accepted”, “Rejected” 

or “Not admissible”.

If the minor application is accepted, the parties concerned can complete the relevant 

steps leading to the player’s international transfer or first registration. 

6.	 Grounds of the decision of the Players’ Status 
Chamber of the FIFA Football Tribunal

The association concerned has ten calendar days from the date of notification of the 

terms of the decision to request the grounds of the decision. Failure to do so will 

result in the decision becoming final and binding (cf. art. 15 par. 5 of the Procedural 

Rules Governing the Football Tribunal). 

If an association requests the grounds of the decision, the motivated decision will 

be notified to the association(s) in full, written form via TMS.

According to art. 50 par. 1 of the FIFA Statutes, the Players’ Status Chamber’s decision 

may be appealed before the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) within 21 days of 

the notification of the grounds of the decision.
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04.
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General Questions

1.	 When does an international transfer or a first 
registration of a minor player occur?

If a minor player has never been registered at an association for the purpose of playing 

organised football1 in their life and wants to be registered (for the first time) with a club 

affiliated to a member association, their registration constitutes a first registration. 

If a minor player is registered at an association and now wants to be registered with 

a new club affiliated to another association, their registration with their new club 

constitutes an international transfer, i.e. said move would be subject to an International 

Transfer Certificate (ITC) as per art. 9 of the RSTP.

2.	 Is the first registration of a national minor 
player subject to the PSC’s approval?

According to art. 19 par. 3 of the RSTP, the provisions of art. 19 (including those related 

to the mandatory prior approval of the PSC) also apply to any player who (i) has never 

previously been registered with a club, (ii) is not a national of the country in which 

they wish to be registered for the first time, and (iii) has not lived continuously for 

the last five years in said country.

As such, the first registration of a minor player holding the nationality of the country 

where they wish to be registered is not subject to the PSC’s approval. 

In this regard, it has to be noted that it is the responsibility of the association wishing 

to register the player to act with due diligence when investigating whether the player 

was previously registered or not.

3.	 Is the international transfer of a national minor 
player subject to the PSC’s approval?

Where an international transfer of a minor player occurs, i.e. when the issuance of 

an ITC is needed2, the prior approval of the PSC is always required regardless of the 

minor player’s nationality, that is to say, also in cases where the minor player is a 

national of the country where they wish to be registered.

1	  Cf. definition number 6 in the RSTP

2	  Cf. also question 1 supra.
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4.	 What is the situation for a minor player who stopped playing 
football and subsequently wants to be (re-)registered?

In this particular situation, professionals who end their careers upon expiry of 

their contracts and amateurs who terminate their activity remain registered at the 

association of their last club for a period of 30 months (cf. art. 4 of the RSTP). 

As such, if a minor player was previously registered at an association, but subsequently 

stopped playing, the date of their last appearance for their previous club in an official 

match would have to be taken into account in order to determine whether their 

registration with their new club constitutes a potential (international) transfer (if 

their last appearance for their previous club in an official match occurred less than 

30 months prior to the envisaged registration) or a first registration (if their last 

appearance for their previous club in an official match occurred more than 30 months 

prior to the envisaged registration). 

5.	 What is the standard of proof used by the PSC to 
evaluate whether one of the exceptions is fulfilled?

In accordance with the jurisprudence of the PSC, a member association applying 

for the registration of a foreign minor player on the basis of one of the exceptions 

under art. 19, para. 2 of the RSTP must establish that the conditions are met to the 

‘comfortable satisfaction’ of the Judge. 

6.	 How old can the documents submitted in the 
context of a minor application be?

As a general rule, the PSC considers that, where possible, the documents provided 

should have been issued recently. 

In particular, according to constant jurisprudence of the PSC, most of the documents 

submitted (particularly the relevant proof of residence) should have been issued:

i)	 less than six months prior to the submission of the minor application in TMS 

by the relevant member association, in case the minor application is submitted 

on behalf of a purely amateur club (cf. Definition 25 of the RSTP); 

ii)	 or less than three months prior to the submission of the minor application 

in TMS by the relevant member association, in case the minor application is 

submitted on behalf of a professional club.
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7.	 Are the decisions rendered by the PSC published?

In accordance with art. 17 of the Procedural Rules Governing the Football Tribunal, 

the FIFA general secretariat may publish decisions issued by the Players’ Status 

Chamber or the Dispute Resolution Chamber. 

Nevertheless, in order to safeguard the privacy and/or safety of the parties involved, 

while keeping in mind the confidentiality of the information and documentation 

provided in the context of a minor application (cf. question 8 infra), the FIFA general 

secretariat would only publish anonymised and/or redacted versions of the decisions 

passed by the PSC. 

The decisions are published on legal.fifa.com.

8.	 What about data protection regarding the documentation to 
be provided in TMS within the context of a minor application? 

The information provided in TMS and contained in the system is strictly confidential. 

This is all the more important for the FIFA general secretariat and the PSC regarding 

documents and information related to minors and/or their parents.

The FIFA general secretariat and the PSC understand that said documents may contain 

privileged and/or sensitive data. Therefore, they are treated with strict confidentiality 

and are only used within the scope of the minor application. In particular, this 

information will not, under any circumstance, be disclosed, either in full or in part, 

to third parties not involved in the decision-making process related to the minor 

application in question (such third parties may include the authorities of the player’s 

former country and the player’s country of origin, in cases where humanitarian reasons 

are invoked – cf. also answer to question 14 infra).

http://legal.fifa.com
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ART. 19 PAR. 2 A) OF THE RSTP - GENERAL

9.	 What reasons – other than work-related reasons – 
are covered by the scope of this exception?

Although work is recognised as the most common reason leading a family to move 

from one country to another, the PSC recognises other reasons as the basis for a 

move, including:

•	 better education of the player and/or their parents;

•	 better living conditions;

•	 return to the country of origin;

•	 family reunion/reunification;

•	 investment;

•	 medical reasons; and

•	 retirement.

The above-mentioned list is obviously not exhaustive and serves merely as a guideline 

for the type of reasons that have been invoked in the context of minor applications 

submitted to the PSC in the past.

In relation to the above, in order to ease the process, associations may submit an 

explanatory statement from the player’s parents regarding the reason that led them to 

move to the new country, along with the relevant documentary evidence supporting 

said statement, such as:

•	 school certificates indicating the date of the player’s enrolment 

(if the move occurred for educational reasons);

•	 proof of residence from relatives (if applicable) living in the country 

where the player’s parents moved (if the move occurred for family 

reunion or if the player’s parents return to their country of origin);

•	 medical certificates in support of the medical reason invoked, if applicable; 

•	 proof of investment made in the new country indicating in particular, 

the reasons for said investment and the date when it was made.

For the sake of completeness, it needs to be clarified that, regardless of the reason 

invoked, these applications were only accepted by the PSC in situations where it was 

clear that the player’s parents moved to the new country for the reason invoked and 

not for the player’s football career.
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10.	 Under which circumstances would a player 
moving with only one parent be accepted?

In accordance with the jurisprudence of the PSC, the player’s move with only one 

parent has been accepted in the following circumstances:

i)	 the player joins a parent who is already living abroad and who has shared 

(or full) custody of the player (the consent of the other parent is needed in case 

of shared custody);

ii)	 the player joins a parent who is already living abroad following the death of 

the other parent;

iii)	 the player joins a parent who is already living abroad after a national court 

awards full custody of the player to that parent; and 

iv)	 the player moves abroad with a custody-holding parent for reasons not linked 

to football (the consent of the other parent and/or proof of custody is needed 

in such cases). The above-mentioned list is obviously not exhaustive and serves 

merely as a guideline for the type of reasons that have been invoked before the 

PSC in the past. 

11.	 Under which circumstances would a player 
moving without their parents be accepted?

Within the context of the exception outlined in art. 19 par. 2 a) of the RSTP, the PSC 

has recognised, only in very limited circumstances, the possibility for a player to 

move to a new country without their parents.

In particular, the PSC has accepted applications in the following very strict 

circumstances:

i)	 The player’s legal guardianship has been withdrawn from the player’s parents 

by a national court and been awarded to a third person or a relative;

ii)	 The player’s legal guardianship has been withdrawn from the custody-holding 

parent by a national court and been awarded to a third person or a relative; and

iii)	 The player’s parents passed away, as a consequence of which the player’s legal 

guardianship was assigned to a third person or a relative.
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ART. 19 PAR. 2 A) OF THE RSTP - SPECIFIC SITUATIONS

12.	 Can an application potentially be accepted if the 
player’s parents are moving to the new country because 
of one of the player’s parents’ football career?

This question has been raised on many occasions in situations where one of the 

player’s parents (i) is a (professional) football player, a football coach or working 

within the football industry, and (ii) moved with their family to a new country as a 

result of a professional opportunity.

Although literally speaking, in such cases the move of the player’s parents is “linked 

to football”, the PSC clarified on several occasions that (i) the provision of art. 19 par. 2 

a) is aimed at preventing parents’ moves motivated by the player’s football career, and 

(ii) said exception could be applicable to situations where the move was motivated 

by one of the player’s parents’ football career.

13.	 The player’s parents have not left their country of residence while 
the minor player was registered with a club abroad. The player 
now wants to be registered again with a club in their parents’ 
country of residence. How should such cases be processed?

This situation refers to cases where:

a.	 the minor player was previously registered abroad on the basis of art. 19 par. 2 

b), art. 19 par. 2 d) or art. 19 par. 2 e) of the RSTP and now wants to be registered 

(again) in the country where their parents are residing; or

b.	 the minor player was previously registered abroad on the basis of art. 19 par. 2 c) of 

the RSTP, while still residing with their parents in their country of residence, and 

now wants to be registered (again) in the country where their parents are residing.

According to the strict wording of the RSTP, the aforementioned circumstances do 

not fall within the scope of the exception of art. 19 par. 2 a) of the RSTP which, as a 

general rule, requires the relocation of the player’s parents. Nevertheless, it is deemed 

that a situation where the player has always lived or is living again with their parents 

in their country of residence, without them moving, is in line with the ratio legis of 

art. 19 par. 2 a) of the RSTP.

As such, it has been clarified that the member association wishing to register a minor 

player under these circumstances must submit an application on the basis of the 

exception outlined in art. 19 par. 2 a) of the RSTP.

In such cases, the member association should provide – in addition to the documentation 

already listed in the Minor Application Guide (cf. page 6) – an explanatory statement 

along with evidence that the player’s parent(s) has/have been continuously residing 

in the country where the player wishes now to play while they were previously 

registered abroad. Said documentation would have to be uploaded in TMS under 

the category “Other”.
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14.	 Is the reason “The minor player is moving for humanitarian 
reasons accompanied by their parents“ in TMS an additional 
exception to those listed under art. 19 par. 2 of the RSTP?

No.

The above-mentioned reason is not an additional exception to the general principle 

outlined in art. 19 par. 1 of the RSTP, but rather a situation that would, in principle, fall 

under art. 19 par. 2 a) of the RSTP, with the relevant federation bearing the burden of 

proving that the parents’ move occurred for reasons not linked to football.

However, applications based on the reason “The minor player is moving for 

humanitarian reasons accompanied by their parents“ require a specific (and distinct) 

procedure in order to ensure the appropriate protection of the minor player and 

their family.

As a matter of fact, in accordance with FIFA circular no. 1635, if an association submits 

an application prior to the international transfer of a minor moving for humanitarian 

reasons (if they were previously registered at the association of their nationality or 

any other association) via TMS, the former association will not have access to the 

information contained therein, it will not be invited to provide comments and it will 

not be notified of the PSC’s decision.
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ART. 19 PAR. 2 B) OF THE RSTP

15.	 Is the exception applicable to first registrations of players?

Although a first registration of a minor does not strictly speaking fall within the 

scope of art. 19 par. 2 b) of the RSTP, which requires a transfer within the European 

Union (EU) or the European Economic Area (EEA), a player who was not previously 

registered and has the nationality of an EU or EEA country will also benefit from the 

principle of free movement within the EU on the basis of said exception.

According to the well-established jurisprudence of the PSC, this exception is applicable 

to first registrations in situations where a minor player who has the nationality of an 

EU or EEA country wishes to be registered for the first time in an EU/EEA country3.

16.	 How does the exception apply to international transfers?

The international transfer of a player from an EU/EEA country to another EU/EEA 

country – regardless of the player’s nationality – strictly speaking always falls within 

the scope of art. 19 par. 2 b) of the RSTP, which concerns transfers taking place within 

the territory of the EU or EEA.

According to the now extensive jurisprudence of the PSC, confirmed by the Court 

of Arbitration for Sport (CAS)4, in the interests of maintaining the principle of equal 

treatment, the international transfer from outside the EU/EEA to the EU/EEA of a 

minor player who has the nationality of an EU/EEA member state should be treated 

the same as a transfer within the EU/EEA of a minor player who is a national of an 

EU/EEA member state, and, as such, benefit from the provisions in art. 19 par. 2 b) 

of the RSTP.

For the sake of good order, if the country of a member association has a bilateral 

agreement on the free movement of workers with the EU and/or the EEA, said member 

association could potentially also benefit from the exception in art. 19 par. 2 b). 

The association concerned must provide a copy of the relevant law/the applicable 

provisions of the law granting it such right.

17.	 With respect to art. 19 par. 2 b) i. of the RSTP, how can it 
be demonstrated/ established that the football education 
provided is “in line with the highest national standards”?

In accordance with the relevant jurisprudence of the PSC, football education and/or 

training “in line with the highest national standards” is, as a general rule, established on 

the basis of the financial investment of each club concerned in training young players.

3	  The approval of the PSC prior to the first registration of the minor player is, however, only required 

if the latter does not have the nationality of the EU/EEA country where they wish to be registered 

for the first time (see also question 2 supra)

4	  CAS 2012/A/2862 FC Girondins de Bordeaux v. FIFA and CAS 2016/A/4903 Club Atlético Vélez 

Sarsfield v. The FA & Manchester City & FIFA
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With regard to men’s football, the assessment of whether a club provides an adequate 

football education and/or training “in line with the highest national standards” is 

mainly made taking into consideration the association’s annual classification of 

clubs into training categories I to IV (cf. art. 4 of Annexe 4 to the RSTP and FIFA 

circular no. 1936).

It is important to mention that, unlike associations, the PSC do not have any 

information on clubs’ financial investments in the training of young players, or any 

way of comparing the training sessions of the individual clubs of an association in 

order to determine the highest national standards. In this context, the well‑established 

jurisprudence of the PSC confirm the importance of a uniform and consistent 

application of the club’s training categories in all areas of the RSTP in order to 

safeguard the principle of equal treatment and legal certainty for the clubs affected 

by the provisions regarding the protection of minors and training compensation5.

With regard to women’s football as well as futsal, as such classification does not exist, 

a statement from the association concerned confirming that the applicant club is 

in “line with the highest national standards” of women’s football education / futsal 

education in that country (along with any relevant documentary evidence in support 

of said statement) must be provided in lieu of the training category.

18.	 With respect to art. 19 par. 2 b) i. of the RSTP, is there a 
minimum amount of football education and/or training 
to be provided per week by the player’s club?

To date, the PSC has not established a minimum requirement.

The relevant assessment is made on a case-by-case basis, taking into account various 

criteria, such as the team with which the player is training, and the type and frequency 

of training provided.

19.	 With respect to art. 19 par. 2 b) ii. of the RSTP, how many 
hours of academic education are considered sufficient?

According to the well-established jurisprudence of the PSC, and as a matter of 

principle, an academic load of eight hours per week has been considered the minimum 

requirement in order to allow a player to pursue a career other than football should they 

cease their playing career. This assessment is however conducted on a case‑by‑case 

basis due to the various existing academic courses and subjects.

5	  CAS 2024/A/10795 Fodboldalliancen AC Horsens A/S & Tudor-Stefan Cocu v. FIFA
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20.	 With respect to art. 19 par. 2 b) ii. of the RSTP, are distance 
learning and/or online classes accepted by the PSC?

Distance learning and/or online classes have been accepted by the PSC in cases where:

a.	 the academic institution providing distance learning and/or online classes 

confirms the player’s enrolment in the relevant academic course;

b.	 said academic course is considered to enable the player to pursue another career 

should they cease to play football;

c.	 the academic load meets, at the very least, the requirements set out above (cf. 

question 19 supra); and

d.	 the player’s new club appoints a mentor to the player in charge of ensuring that 

the latter duly attends their distance learning courses/online classes.

Having said that, it needs to be emphasised that, in any event, such situations are 

analysed on a case-by-case basis by the PSC taking into account the nature of the 

academic course in which the player is enrolled.

It is important to note that, in line with the well-established jurisprudence of the PSC 

and confirmed by the CAS6, academic education is considered particularly critical in 

cases involving the international transfer of young players. This is because a minor 

must adapt to a new cultural, linguistic and social environment while ensuring 

continuous academic progress. Accordingly, pre-recorded online classes shall be 

deemed inadequate and inappropriate within the strict framework of exceptions for 

the transfer of minors. Virtual education may only serve as a complementary measure 

in exceptional circumstances, as it deprives the minor of essential elements such as 

direct interaction with classmates, teachers and members of the wider community. 

The significance of education extends beyond immediate academic achievement; 

it is fundamental to a minor’s future prospects, providing a pathway to alternative 

professional opportunities

6	  CAS 2024/A/10795 Fodboldalliancen AC Horsens A/S & Tudor-Stefan Cocu v. FIFA
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21.	 With respect to art. 19 par. 2 b) ii. of the RSTP, is a minor player 
still required to go to school in situations where, in the new 
country where they wish to be registered, minors from 16 to 
18 are no longer obliged to follow an academic education?

Yes.

The RSTP establish provisions for the minor player to follow either an academic 

course at a school, or undertake vocational education and/or training in addition 

to their football training that will allow them to pursue a career other than football 

should they cease to play professional football.

In accordance with the jurisprudence of the PSC, the member association applying for 

the registration of the minor player needs to provide evidence that the educational 

pathway the player is engaged in will allow them to pursue another career should 

they cease to play football.

22.	 With respect to art. 19 par. 2 b) ii. of the RSTP, is a minor player 
still required to follow an academic course if (i) they have already 
graduated from high school or from the relevant course they 
were following in their former country, or (ii) they have already 
completed mandatory education in their home country?

In accordance with the spirit of the RSTP and the jurisprudence of the PSC, the 

player will be required to follow an academic course, vocational education and/or 

training (cf. questions 19, 20 and 21 supra) that would allow them to pursue a career 

other than football.
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ART. 19 PAR. 2 C) OF THE RSTP

23.	 What is considered to be “the player’s domicile”?

In accordance with the relevant jurisprudence of the PSC, the player’s domicile (or 

home) is always considered to be the main address where the player’s parent(s) reside.

In other words, any secondary residence of the player’s parent(s) or the place of 

residence of a relative/third person cannot be considered “the player’s domicile”.

The PSC has always held that such interpretation is necessary in order to uphold the 

ratio legis of the provisions concerning the protection of minors.

24.	 Can the club’s training facilities be considered 
“the club’s headquarters”?

As a general rule, the distance requirements are measured from and to the club’s 

headquarters, i.e. where the club has its registered seat.

Having said that, on some occasions, the PSC considered that the club’s training 

facilities or the club’s stadium could be taken into account for the purpose of 

the relevant calculations, provided that the relevant distance requirements are 

complied with.

25.	 How are the distance requirements calculated?

Art. 19 par. 2 c) of the RSTP clearly sets out the following cumulative requirements:

a.	 the distance between the player’s home and the common border must not 

exceed 50km;

b.	 similarly, the distance between the club’s headquarters and the common border 

must not exceed 50km; and

c.	 the total distance between the player’s home and the club’s headquarters must 

not be more than 100km.

However, the RSTP do not expressly state how the aforementioned distance should 

be calculated.

In this regard, and in accordance with the relevant jurisprudence of the PSC, the 

distance requirements are calculated as follows:

i)	 The calculation of the 50km distance between the player’s home and the (closest) 

common border is based on the straight, point-to-point distance (aka “as the 

crow flies”) between the two respective locations;

ii)	 The calculation of the 50km distance between the club’s headquarters and the 

(closest) common border is based on the straight, point-to-point distance (aka 

“as the crow flies”) between the two respective locations;
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iii)	 The calculation of the 100km distance between the player’s home and the club’s 

headquarters is based on the distance of the “route of travel” between the two 

respective locations.

Such calculations can be made with various websites (such as Google Maps). The 

relevant printouts can be provided as supporting evidence.

Please find below a few calculation examples:

Situation 1

Country A
Country B

Club X

11 km

Player
City Y

37 km
23 km

The player lives in city Y of country A.

The player wants to be registered with club X 
located in neighbouring country B.

The player’s address in city Y is located 23km 
(point‑to-point distance) from the (closest) 
common border between country A and country B.

Club X’s seat is located 11km (point-to-point 
distance) from the (closest) common border 
between country A and country B.

The “route travel” between the player’s address and 
the club’s seat is 37km.

Assessment

  The distance requirements of art. 19 par. 2 c) are cumulatively met.

Situation 2

Player

Country A
Country B

Club XCity Y

54 km

15 km

70 km

The player lives in city Y of country A.

The player wants to be registered with club X 
located in theneighbouring country B.

The player’s address in city Y is located 54km 
(point to point distance) from the (closest) common 
border between country A and country B.

Club X’s seat is located 15km (point to point 
distance) from the (closest) common border 
between country A and country B.

The “route travel” between the player’s address and 
the club’s seat is 70km.

Assessment

 � The distance requirements of art. 19 par. 2 c) are not cumulatively met, since the player’s address is 
located more than 50 km from the nearest shared border.

 	 Border

 	 Road from Player’s address to Club x’s seat
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Such calculations can be made with various websites (such as Google Maps). The 

relevant printouts can be provided as supporting evidence.

Please find below a few calculation examples:

Situation 3

Country A Country B

Club X

Player
City Y

23 km 61 km

90 km

The player lives in city Y of country A.

The player wants to be registered with club X 
located in neighbouring country B.

The player’s address in city Y is located 23km 
(point-to-point distance) from the (closest) 
common border between country A and country B.

Club X’s seat is located 61km (point-to-point 
distance) from the (closest) common border 
between country A and country B.

The “route travel” between the player’s address and 
the club’s seat is 90km.

Assessment

 � The distance requirements of art. 19 par. 2 c) are not cumulatively met since the club’s seat is 
located more than 50km from the (closest) common border.

Situation 4

Country A Country B

Club X

Player
City Y

48 km

41 km
104 km

The player lives in city Y of country A.

The player wants to be registered with club X 
located in neighbouring country B.

The player’s address in city Y is located 41km 
(point‑to-point distance) from the (closest) 
common border between country A and country B.

Club X’s seat is located 48km (point-to-point 
distance) from the (closest) common border 
between country A and country B.

The “route travel” between the player’s address and 
the club’s seat is 104km.

Assessment

 � The distance requirements of art. 19 par. 2 c) are not cumulatively met since the “route travel” from 
the player’s address to the club’s seat is more than 100km.

 	 Border

 	 Road from Player’s address to Club x’s seat
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ART. 19 PAR. 2 C) OF THE RSTP – SPECIFIC SITUATIONS

26.	 The player’s parent(s) moved to a new country for 
reasons not linked to football and the player wishes 
to be registered with a club located in a neighbouring 
country of the new country of residence of their 
parent(s). How should such a case be processed?

The member association wishing to submit an application on the basis of such 

circumstances must apply the exception outlined in art. 19 par. 2 c) of the RSTP.

In the case of an international transfer, it will have to select in TMS the association 

where the player was previously registered as the player’s former association (and 

not the country where the player (now) resides with their parent(s).

In such cases, the new association will have to provide – together with the 

documentation already listed in the Minor Application Guide (cf. page 9) – the 

relevant proof that the move of one or both of the player’s parents to their new 

country of residence was not motivated by the player’s football career, namely an 

explanatory statement from the player’s parent(s) as to the reason for the move, along 

with documents corroborating the reason invoked. Said documentation would have 

to be uploaded in TMS under the category “Other”.

In line with the jurisprudence of the PSC, and although the member association 

would request the PSC’s approval on the basis of the exception outlined in art. 19 

par. 2 c) of the RSTP, the requirements of both art. 19 par. 2 c) and art. 19 par. 2 a) of 

the RSTP must be cumulatively fulfilled.

Please find below a practical example:

Situation Application to be submitted

The player was registered for a club in 
country A and moved with their parents 
to country B for reasons not linked to 
football.

The player’s parents take up residence in 
city Z of country B.

The player wishes to be registered with 
a club located in city X of country C.

The player and their parents’ address 
in city Z is located less than 50km from 
the (closest) common border between 
countries B and C, and less than 100km 
from the seat of the club where the player 
intends to be registered in country C. In 
addition, the club in city X is located less 
than 50km from the (closest) common 
border between countries B and C.

The member association of country C will 
have to request the approval of the PSC 
prior to the request of the International 
Transfer Certificate of the player from 
country A, on the basis of the exception 
outlined in art. 19 par. 2 c) of the RSTP and 
will have to provide:

i)	 the documentation listed in the Minor 
Application Guide (page 8); and

ii)	 documentary evidence demonstrating that 
the player’s parents’ move to country B was 
not motivated by the player’s football career 
(to be uploaded under the category “Other”).
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ART. 19 PAR. 2 D) OF THE RSTP

27.	 Is the decision from a national authority granting the 
player the status of refugee or “protected person” 
always needed for the minor application?

If the player has been granted refugee status, i.e. the player has a residence permit 

unequivocally stating that the player is a refugee, a decision from the national 

authorities granting the player said status is, in principle, not needed. A copy of the 

player’s residence permit is in this case, in principle, sufficient.

If the player has been granted any status other than refugee status, the member 

association concerned must provide:

a.	 a copy of the decision taken by the relevant national authorities confirming that 

the player is “a protected person” that left their country in order to protect their 

life or freedom that was at threat in their former country or country of origin; or

b.	 official documentation regarding the player’s immigration status in the new 

country that would corroborate that the player is “a protected person” that left 

their country in order to protect their life or freedom that was at threat in their 

former country or country of origin (e.g. residence permit, along with a copy of 

the applicable law on the basis of which the player was granted said permit, etc.).

It is important to clarify that, regardless of the player being recognised as an 

unaccompanied minor authorised to remain in the relevant country, for this exception 

to apply it is also necessary to provide official documentation confirming that the 

player is a ‘protected person’ who left their country in order to safeguard their life or 

freedom, which was under threat in their former country or country of origin. In the 

same vein, this concept would not apply to players who can freely visit their home 

country while residing alone as an unaccompanied minor.
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ART. 19 PAR. 2 E) OF THE RSTP

28.	 Does the PSC recognise exchange programmes 
privately organised by the player’s family and 
that does not involve an exchange programme 
organiser and/or the player’s previous school?

The PSC has accepted such applications on limited occasions, provided that all other 

requirements of the exception were also met.

29.	 Is a minor player obliged to follow an academic education abroad 
if they have already graduated from high school or from the 
relevant course they were following in their former country?

In accordance with the wording of art. 19 par. 2 e) of the RSTP, said exception is 

applicable to a player (i) who is a student, and (ii) who moves without their parents 

to another country temporarily (iii) for academic reasons in order to undertake an 

exchange programme.

As such, the PSC has so far considered that the academic education of the player 

has to be the primary reason of their move. In other words, it needs to be established 

that the player will be enrolled in an academic course abroad in order to be able to 

possibly benefit from the exception in question.

30.	 What happens if the duration of the player’s 
registration for the new club reaches one year and 
the player still has not turned 18 years old?

In cases where the player’s registration was authorised under the exception of article 

19.2(e), and the player does not turn 18 years old before one year of registration, 

it shall be the sole responsibility of the relevant association to proceed with the 

deregistration of the player in the relevant national electronic player registration 

system before the registration exceeds one year. Failure to act in this regard shall be 

considered a violation of the RSTP.
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ART. 19 PAR. 3 AND 4 OF THE RSTP

31.	 How are the five years of continuous residence calculated?

The PSC has always held that the member association applying for the registration 

of a foreign minor player on the basis of art. 19 par. 3 of the RSTP must prove that 

the player has lived without interruption in the country of intended registration 

for the last five years.

The five years are counted (back) from the date on which the minor application is 

submitted in TMS by the association wishing to register the minor player.

32.	 What if a minor player has been residing for a 
considerable amount of time in the new country of 
intended registration but less than 5 years?

Although a case-by-case assessment is conducted by the PSC, the requirements 

regarding the player’s continuous residence in the country of intended registration 

for the last five years are very strictly applied.

As such, if a member association cannot provide evidence that the player has been 

continuously residing for the last five years in its country, it must look into the other 

exceptions and apply on the basis of the one that corresponds most closely to the 

player’s situation (e.g. art. 19 par. 2 a) of the RSTP, if the player’s parents also moved to 

the country of intended registration and if their move was not linked to the player’s 

football career, etc.), along with submitting the relevant documentation listed in the 

Minor Application Guide for said exception.
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Regulations on the Status and Transfer of Players
•	 Regulations on the Status and Transfer of Players including 

interim regulatory framework – July 2025.

•	 Commentary on the Regulations on the Status 

and Transfer of Players – 2023 Edition

Procedural Rules Governing the Football Tribunal
•	 Procedural Rules Governing the Football Tribunal – January 2026 Edition

FIFA Circular Letters
•	 Circular no. 1936 - Regulations on the Status and Transfer of 

Players – categorisation of clubs and registration periods

•	 Circular no. 1893 – FIFA International Player Transfer Guide

•	 Circular no. 1816 – Amendments to the Regulations on the Status and 

Transfer of Players concerning the international transfer of minors […]

•	 Circular no. 1763 - Regulations on the Status and Transfer 

of Players – categorisation of clubs, registration periods, 

and international transfers of minor players 

•	 Circular no. 1743 – Amendments to the Regulations on the Status and 

Transfer of Players and to the Rules Governing the Procedures of the 

Players’ Status Committee and the Dispute Resolution Chamber

•	 Circular no. 1709 – Amendments to the Regulations 

on the Status and Transfer of Players

•	 Circular no. 1635 – International transfer of players

•	 Circular no. 1587 – International transfer of professional minor players

•	 Circular no. 1576 – Limited minor exemption 

TMS 
•	 TMS Help Centre: Minors

https://digitalhub.fifa.com/m/4139b312ba9cfb4f/original/Regulations-on-the-Status-and-Transfer-of-Players-July-2025-edition.pdf
https://digitalhub.fifa.com/m/4139b312ba9cfb4f/original/Regulations-on-the-Status-and-Transfer-of-Players-July-2025-edition.pdf
https://digitalhub.fifa.com/m/40da0f707efdd011/original/FIFA-Commentary-on-the-FIFA-Regulations-for-the-Status-and-Transfer-of-Players-2023-edition.pdf
https://digitalhub.fifa.com/m/40da0f707efdd011/original/FIFA-Commentary-on-the-FIFA-Regulations-for-the-Status-and-Transfer-of-Players-2023-edition.pdf
https://digitalhub.fifa.com/m/659b9e0d8711d553/original/Procedural-Rules-Governing-the-Football-Tribunal-January-2026-edition.pdf
https://digitalhub.fifa.com/m/4c9ae72afc774ad8/original/Circular-1936_RSTP-categorisation-of-clubs-and-registration-periods_EN.pdf
https://digitalhub.fifa.com/m/4c9ae72afc774ad8/original/Circular-1936_RSTP-categorisation-of-clubs-and-registration-periods_EN.pdf
https://digitalhub.fifa.com/m/13058e8831adb699/original/Circular-1893_International-Player-Transfer-Guide.pdf
https://digitalhub.fifa.com/m/322878408e42d360/original/Circular-No-1816-Amendments-to-the-Regulations-on-the-Status-and-Transfer-of-Players_EN.pdf
https://digitalhub.fifa.com/m/322878408e42d360/original/Circular-No-1816-Amendments-to-the-Regulations-on-the-Status-and-Transfer-of-Players_EN.pdf
https://digitalhub.fifa.com/m/62b487f0f206d113/original/-1763-RSTP-categorisation-of-clubs-registration-periods-and-international-transfers-of-minor-players.pdf
https://digitalhub.fifa.com/m/62b487f0f206d113/original/-1763-RSTP-categorisation-of-clubs-registration-periods-and-international-transfers-of-minor-players.pdf
https://digitalhub.fifa.com/m/62b487f0f206d113/original/-1763-RSTP-categorisation-of-clubs-registration-periods-and-international-transfers-of-minor-players.pdf
https://digitalhub.fifa.com/m/10abb49ec09c6744/original/pchzzmjnv5po1vaw8mar-pdf.pdf
https://digitalhub.fifa.com/m/10abb49ec09c6744/original/pchzzmjnv5po1vaw8mar-pdf.pdf
https://digitalhub.fifa.com/m/10abb49ec09c6744/original/pchzzmjnv5po1vaw8mar-pdf.pdf
https://digitalhub.fifa.com/m/1734bf9c8c186/original/ywr4rcralhyoqtfrqyai-pdf.pdf
https://digitalhub.fifa.com/m/1734bf9c8c186/original/ywr4rcralhyoqtfrqyai-pdf.pdf
https://digitalhub.fifa.com/m/7af3740ef84e833/original/hyk6n3kadomjksysfn6u-pdf.pdf
https://digitalhub.fifa.com/m/32184f1d988c4e5f/original/spbks83p0hwcgzarlvo4-pdf.pdf
https://digitalhub.fifa.com/m/36d395020c8b7a8b/original/hfohqtajcfzrabgxqcfm-pdf.pdf
https://support.fifatms.com/en/support/solutions/7000010429
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CAS Awards
•	 CAS 2024/A/10982 A. v. FIFA & RFEF

•	 CAS 2024/A/10795 Fodboldalliancen AC Horsens A/S & T. v. FIFA

•	 CAS 2023/A/10032 Wolverhampton Wanderers FC v FIFA

•	 CAS 2023/A/9501 Dansk Boldspil-Union, FC Nordsjaelland & B. v. FIFA

•	 CAS 2022/A/9199 W. & AZ Alkmaar v. FIFA

•	 CAS 2022/A/8592 USD Lavagnese 1919 v. FIFA

•	 TAS 2021/A/8233 Real Federación Española de Fútbol c. FIFA

•	 CAS 2021/A/7807 Sport Lisboa e Benfica v. FIFA

•	 CAS 2020/A/7503 N. v. FIFA

•	 TAS 2020/A/7150 Ryoga Fujita c. FIFA

•	 CAS 2019/A/6432 The FA v. FIFA

•	 CAS 2019/A/6301 Chelsea Football Club Limited v. FIFA

•	 CAS 2017/A/5244 Oscar Bobb & Associação Juvenil 
Escola de Futebol Hernâni Gonçalves v. FIFA

•	 CAS 2016/A/4903 Club Atlético Vélez Sarsfield 
v. The FA & Manchester City & FIFA

•	 CAS 2016/A/4805 Atlético Madrid v. FIFA

•	 CAS 2016/A/4785 Real Madrid v. FIFA

•	 CAS 2015/A/4312 John Kenneth Hilton v. FIFA

•	 CAS 2015/A/4178 Zorhan Ludovic Bassong & RSC Anderlecht v. FIFA

•	 CAS 2014/A/3793 Barcelona v. FIFA

•	 CAS 2014/A/3611 Real Madrid FC v. FIFA

•	 CAS 2013/A/3140 A. v. Atlético Madrid & RFEF & FIFA

•	 CAS 2012/A/2862 FC Girondins de Bordeaux v. FIFA

•	 CAS 2011/A/2494 FC Girondins de Bordeaux v. FIFA

•	 CAS 2011/A/2354 E. v. FIFA

•	 CAS 2008/A/1485 FC Midtjylland v. FIFA

•	 CAS 2005/A/9955 & 956 Cadiz & Acuña Caballero v. FIFA 
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06.
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FIFA is fully committed to answering any questions or enquiries concerning the 

content of this document and/or any regulatory matters regarding the protection 

of minors that member associations, clubs, players and their families, and football 

stakeholders around the world may have.

This document was produced by the FIFA general secretariat and is not binding 
on any FIFA decision‑making bodies. In the event of any discrepancies between 

this guide and the applicable FIFA regulations, the latter take precedence.

As such, please feel free to contact us at any time at: regulatory@fifa.org.

Fédération Internationale de Football Association

Legal and Compliance Division

396 Alhambra Circle, Suite 600

Coral Gables, FL 33134 USA

mailto:regulatory@fifa.org
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